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Continuation  of  Zion's  life  and  experience. — How  the  evil  was 
overcome  in  him. — An  exhortation  to  the  religious  world  to 
turn  from  their  iniquities. — Leprosy  in  the  bald  head  ex- 
plained; — with  other  Scriptures  opened. 

woman  was  manifested  the  return  of  Joanna,  or  rather  the 
return  of  the  same  spirit,  in  order  to  raise  up  the  cause.  In 
a  short  time  after  I  joined,  I  was  chosen  as  the  reader  of  the 
word  to  the  people,  and  to  answer  all  the  letters  that  came 
from  the  Prophetess,  who  resided  at  a  place  called  Sta- 
verton,  in  Devonshire.  We  were  directed  in  the  word  by 
her  to  observe  the  Sabbath-day  (the  Jews  Sabbath),  Satur- 
day ;  and  not  to  eat  swine's  flesh,  or  even  to  touch  it.  (Not 
that  it  meant  those  things  to  be  observed  literally).  But 
she  did  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  Spirit,  neither 
did  I  myself,  or  any  of  the  people ;  yet  knowing  that  the 
word  of  God  was  with  her,  of  which  we  had  many  striking 

Ijroofs,  we  obeyed,  strenuously  and  rigidly,  the  word  in  the 
etter,  which  brought  upon  me  great  persecution,  and  loss 
of  my  business,  and,  of  course,  great  discontent  in  my  fa- 
mily ;  but  believing  it  to  be  of  God,  and  would  be  the  means 
of  bringing  me  to  happiness  at  last,  and  being  an  ardent 
lover  of  any  thing  that  was  of  God,  and  not  of  man;  for  I 
saw  that  all  the  ways  of  men,  as  it  respected  religion,  were 
corrupt,  having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  denying  the  power 
thereof,  I  determined  to  follow  on,  through  all  opposition. 

I  will  not  enter  into  every  particular  of  this  visitation,  but 
shall  come  to  the  point  that  I  have  in  view  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  for  I  felt  myself  under  the  necessity  of  thus  giving  a 
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brief  sketch  of  my  life,  to  shew  how  the  Scripture,  which 
is  brought  forward  from  Mark's  Gospel,  of  the  man  telling 
how  the  deaf  and  dumb  spirit  operated  upon  his  son,  in 
often  casting  him  into  the  fire,  and  into  the  water,  and  that 
it  was  on  him  from  a  child,  is  fulfilled  in  me,  in  the  misery 
and  bondage  of  mind  I  was  always  in,  through  fear  of 
death,  all  through  ignorance  of  God's  word  and  ways,  being 
spiritually  deaf  and  dumb. 

I  was  ordered  by  the  word,  through  the  Prophetess,  to 
become  a  eunuch,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's  sake,  and  I 
understood  it  that  I  was  to  separate  from  my  wife ;  and  be-, 
lieving  it  to  be  the  command  of  God,  I  obeyed,  without 
hesitation  or  gainsaying.  All  that  knew  me,  and  that  were 
acquainted  with  this  matter,  now  concluded  that  I  was  mad 
indeed,  and  this  cast  me,  truly,  into  fire  and  water,  of  per- 
secution and  trouble.  I  did  not  understand  what  the  Spirit 
meant  by  the  command,  "  become  a  eunuch  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven's  sake ;"  for  the  word  says,  "  There  are  some 
that  are  born  eunuchs,  and  some  are  made  eunuchs  of  men, 
and  some  there  be  that  make  themselves  eunuchs  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven's  sake;"  "but,"  the  word  adds,  "all 
men  cannot  receive  this  saying,  save  them  to  whom  it  is 
given."  See  Matthew  xix.  12.  Now,  it  was  never  given 
to  any  man  to  understand  this — none  but  the  son  of  God 
could  understand  it — I  mean  the  new  creature ;  therefore 
did  the  command  come  to  me,  because  God  intended  to  re- 
veal his  son  in  me,  to  glorify  the  son  of  man — yea,  and 
straightway  to  glorify  him,  for  the  time  was  now  come. 
But,  it  must  be  proved  that  I  was  as  dead  to  the  knowledge 
of  God,  as  all  others  ;  therefore  the  command  came  to  me, 
while  in  a  state  of  darkness,  that  I  may  stumble  and  fall,  be 
broken,  fall  backward,  be  ensnared,  and  taken.  See  Isa. 
viii.  15.  Therefore  I  took  the  word  in  the  letter  of  it,  and 
not  in  the  spirit  (as  all  have  done),  to  prove  that  the  sins  of 
all  men  were  found  in  me.  "  Who  is  blind  as  my  servant, 
or  deaf  as  my  messenger  that  I  send" — so  blind  and  so  deaf, 
as  not  to  see  what  God,  by  his  Spirit,  was  calling  him  unto, 
viz.  to  become  a  eunuch  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's  sake, 
to  have  put  in  his  possession  all  the  treasures,  the  spiritual 
treasures,  of  Candaces,  Queen  of  the  Ethiopians :  to  be  in- 
vested with  great  authority.    Acts  viii.  from  verse  27  to  40. 
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The  name  Candaces  signifies  having  forgiveness,  therefore 
this  queen  is  the  spirit  of  truth;  the  comforter,  and  the 
eunuch  under  her,  represents  God's  elect  servant,  Zion,  as 
above  stated ;  the  circumstance  recorded  in  the  Acts,  was  a 
type,  and  no  more,  of  this.  The  baptising  of  the  eunuch 
by  Philip,  signified  that  the  spiritual  eunuch,  in  whom  that 
type  should  be  fulfilled,  should  have  in  him  the  spirit  of 
divine  intelligence,  and  by  it  should  be  immersed  in  the 
water  of  regeneration,  the  divine  nature.  The  name  (Philip) 
signifies  a  lover  of  horses,  and  horses  in  the  Scripture  repre- 
sent intelligence ;  and  as  Philip  and  the  eunuch  went  down 
both  into  the  water,  and  then  the  eunuch  went  on  his  way 
rejoicing,  it  is  to  shew  that  the  spirit  of  understanding 
should  be  given  unto  the  antitype,  that  should  lead  him  into 
all  truth — baptising  him  into  the  divine  name,  or  nature, 
and  from  that  time  he  should  go  on  his  way  rejoicing,  having 
got  the  victory  over  sin,  death,  and  hell. 

But  now  comes  the  trying  point,  the  end,  the  fulfilment 
of  the  man  bringing  his  son  to  Jesus,  and  complaining  of 
the  tormenting  spirit,  that  tormented  him  from  a  child. 
Now  Jesus,  the  man,  and  his  son,  represent  only  the  one 
person,  in  whom  this  allegory  is  fulfilled,  Zion,  the  man  of 
God,  who,  from  a  child,  was  possessed  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  spirit,  that  so  often  afflicted  him,  and  in  such  a  cruel 
manner,  as  we  have  already  stated,  causing  him  to  pine 
away,  gnash  his  teeth,  and  foam,  and  so  often  cast  him  into 
the  fire,  and  into  the  water ;  i.  e.  into  mental  affliction, 
compared  to  fire  and  water — fire,  because  of  the  severity  of 
it :  and  water,  because  he  was  tossed  to  and  fro  in  his 
mind,  as  a  ship  in  a  tempest.  Jesus  represents  the  Spirit 
of  God  that  was  in  him,  and  the  son  represents  the  evil 
spirit,  of  which  the  creature  complains  unto  God,  and  his 
heart  is  represented  in  the  words  with  which  the  man  ad- 
dresses Jesus :  "  If  thou  canst  do  anything,  have  compas- 
sion on  us,  and  help  us."  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "  If  thou 
canst  believe  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth." 
And  straightway  the  father  of  the  child  cried  out,  and  said 
with  tears,  "Lord,  1  believe:  help  thou  my  unbelief. " 
Then  Jesus  rebuked  the  spirit,  and  said,  "  Thou  deaf  and 
dumb  spirit,  I  charge  thee  come  out  of  him,  and  enter  no 
more  into  him."     Here  is  beautifully  set  forth  the  casting 
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out  of  Satan,  the  prince  of  this  world,  out  of  God's  holy 
temple,  Zion — the  cleansing  of  the  sanctuary — the  purging 
out  of  the  old  leaven,  that  there  might  be  a  new  lump — the 
driving  out  of  the  buyers  and  sellers,  and  of  the  coiners  or 
money  changers,  out  of  the  temple,  never  more  to  enter. 
The  reign  of  the  evil  had  been  long  enough,  their  time  was 
up,  there  must  now  be  an  end  of  the  affliction ;  therefore 
Zion  is  wrought  on  to  address  himself  to  that  invisible  power, 
God,  whom  alone  he  believed  was  able  to  deliver  him  from 
this  mental  affliction,  which  from  a  child  subjected  him  to 
bondage  and  misery,  and  made  him  often  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Hezekiah,  he  will  cut  me  off  with  pining  sickness. 
But  the  creature  was  made  thus  subject  to  the  evil,  or  va- 
nity, by  reason  of  him,  or  by  the  decree  of  him,  that  sub- 
jected the  same  in  hope.  It  was  the  will  of  God  that  his 
creature,  in  whom  he  intended  to  come  in  the  end,  should 
be  thus  plagued,  that  the  evil  should  thus  come  upon  him 
to  the  utmost ;  that  he  should  cry  to  God,  by  reason  of  his 
oppressors  ;  that  the  God  of  all  power  may  fulfil  his  word 
in  him,  that  he  spoke  by  the  Prophet,  viz.  "They  shall 
cry  to  the  Lord,  by  reason  of  their  oppressors,  and  the  Lord 
shall  send  them  a  Saviour,  and  a  great  one  ;"  for  the  de- 
cree was,  that  the  creature,  though  being  made  subject 
unto  vanity,  should  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
ruption, into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 
See  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  viii.  21.  Thus  every 
battle  of  the  warrior,  all  his  life  long,  was  with  confusecl 
noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  ;  but  this  (when  it  came 
to  the  end,  was  with  burning,  and  fuel  of  fire,  for  now  was 
come  the  time  of  the  birth,  the  bringing  forth  of  the  son  of 
righteousness — the  death  of  the  evil  son,  or  the  casting  out 
of  Satan,  and  the  birth  of  life  everlasting — to  fulfil  the 
Scriptures,  "  Unto  us  (that  is,  Zion),  a  child  is  born,  unto 
us  a  son  is  given,  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his 
shoulder  :  his  name  shall  be  called — wonderful,  councillor, 
mighty  God,  everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  peace.7'  See  Isa. 
ix.  5,  6.  Therefore  the  mental  sufferings  of  the  creature  are 
represented  in  the  rebukes  he  has  to  bear  from  the  Spirit, 
as  Jesus,  in  answer  to  the  man,  when  he  said,  "  I  brought 
my  son  to  thy  disciples,  and  they  could  not  cast  him  out." 
Jesus  answered  him  (mind,  it  was  to  the  man  he  spoke), 
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"  O  faithless  and  perverse  generation,  how  long  shall  I  be 
with  you — how  long  shall  I  suffer  you  %     Bring  him  unto 
me."     This  was  the  rebuke  of  the  Spirit  unto  Zion,  in 
whom  stands  the  twelve  apostles  spiritually.     It  is  as  much 
as  if  the  Spirit  had  said,   how  long  shall  I  be  with  you, 
teaching  and  instructing  you,  and  yet  you  will  not  hear"? 
You  are  deaf  to  your  own  happiness.     You  must  put  God 
to  his  word,  and  demand  of  him,  to  give  you  the  victory 
over  your  adversary,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth 
violence — the  violent  take  it  by  force.     This  is  my  decree. 
I  have  so  planned  it,  that  man  shall  demand  of  God  to  fulfil 
his  promise,  and  I  will  then  fulfil ;  and  then  you  will  know 
that  there  is  a  God  that  heareth  the  desire  of  the  humble, 
and  the  cry  of  his  elect.     "  Shall  not  God  avenge  his  own 
elect,  who  cry  day  and  night  unto  him,  saying,  avenge  me 
of  my  adversary.     I  say  unto  you,   he  will  avenge  them, 
and  that  speedily,  although  he  bear  long  with  them ;  never- 
theless, when  the  son  of  man  cometh,  shall  he  scarce  find 
faith  upon  the  earth."     This  was  a  scarce  faith  indeed,  to 
be  bold  enough  to  demand  of  God  to  fulfil  his  promise,  viz. 
to  reveal  his  hidden  name,  and  to  take  no  denial ;  to  keep 
him  to  his  word  until  he  had  done  it ;  and  thus  to  prove  that 
t^here  is  a  God  that  promised,  a  God  that  performs  also ; 
and  in  this  is  fulfilled  the  account  of  Jacob  wrestling  with 
the  angel  till  he  obtained  the  blessing,  and  then  the  angel 
changed  his  name  to  that  of  Israel— which  signifies  an  over- 
comer,  a  prevailed  a  prince  that  has  power  with  God — 
which  thing  never  took  place,  in  the  literal  sense,  as  it  is 
recorded  in  the  Bible ;  but  it  was  a  prophecy  of  the  end,  as 
we  here  state,  to  be  fulfilled  in  Shiloh,  or  Zion,  who  is  the 
Jacob.     It  is  said,  that  the  angel  touched  the  hollow  of 
Jacob's  thigh,  and  Jacob  went  halting  upon  his  thigh  ever 
after,  and  the  Jews  eat  not  of  the  sinew  that  shrank,  unto 
this  day.     Read  it  thus :  (he  people,  in  whom  is  Gods 
praise,  or  God's  light*     These  are  Jews — they  are  the  per- 
fect, or  the  initiated  into  the  mystery  of  God  ;  they  eat  no 
more  of  the  darkness,  or  ignorance  of  men,  which  they  call 
wisdom — the   false   Christianity.     This  must   now  snrink 
away  before  the  light;  this  is  the  sinew  that  shrank,   of 
which  we,  Jews,  eat  no  more.     This  day  of  the  Lord  being 
come,  Jacob  (the  servant)  halts  upon  his  thigh,  but  Israel, 
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the  son,  walks  upright  and  strong ;  i.  e.  the  elder  serves  the 
younger.  Man  brought  into  willing  subjection  to  God, 
walking  in  the  spirit,  and  not  in  the  flesh,  having  no  con- 
demnation.    See  Romans  viii. 

Now  as  it  was  God's  decree  and  purpose  to  cast  out  the 
adversary  of  man's  happiness,  he  is  pleased  to  chuse  one  out 
of  the  human  race  to  exert  his  power  in,  and  in  this  one  to 
let  the  evil,  dark,  deaf  and  dumb  spirit,  work  all  his  life- 
time, causing  him  to  pine  and  grieve,  till  it  had  formed  it- 
self into  a  world  of  iniquity ;  and  the  creature  cast  into 
great  tribulation,  yea,  into  the  very  lowest  abyss,  called 
hell,  to  fulfil  the  Scriptures.  ' '  The  sorrow  of  death  com- 
passed me,  the  pains  of  hell  got  hold  upon  me — I  found 
trouble  and  sorrow — then  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  deliver  my  soul. — Here  was 
the  poor  man  crying  to  the  Lord  to  deliver  his  son  from  the 
tormenting  spirit,  as  the  figure  represents,  that  as  the  man 
was  bringing  his  son  to  Jesus,  the  Devil  threw  him  down, 
and  tore  him,  and  he  wallowed  foaming.  This  is  to  shew 
the  great  and  sore  conflict  of  the  mind,  at  the  last,  to  cast 
off  the  spirit  of  bondage,  and  to  obtain  the  promised  bles- 
sing— 'light,  and  liberty,  freedom  from  the  evil  power, 
called  the  Devil,  who  had  taken  full  possession  of  the  mi- 
crocosm (or  little  world,  the  man),  as  it  had  the  great 
world,  or  microcosm ;  but  in  the  microcosm  the  evil  must 
be  manifested,  the  man  of  sin  must  come  to  his  full  growth, 
and  in  the  microcosm  the  Lord  must  appear  in  power  to 
destroy  him,  that  the  Scriptures  might  be  fulfilled ;  and 
these  two  powers  meeting  in  contact,  is  the  fulfilment  of  the 
word,  which  saith,  **  And  there  was  war  in  heaven,  i.  e.  in 
the  mind  of  God's  creature  ;  Michael  and  his  angels  fought 
against  the  dragon — and  the  dragon  fought,  and  his  angels, 
and  prevailed  not,  neither  was  their  place  found  any  more 
in  heaven  (or  in  Zion)  ;  and  the  dragon  was  cast  out,  that 
old  serpent,  called  the  Devil  and  Satan,  which  deceived  the 
whole  world  ;  he  was  cast  out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels 
were  cast  out  with  him.  And  1  heard  a  loud  voice,  saying, 
in  heaven,  Now  is  come  salvation,  and  strength,  and  the 
kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Christ,  for  the 
accuser  of  our  brethren  is  cast  down,  which  accused  them 
before  our  God,  day  and  night.     Bev.  xii.  TV    Now  unite 
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this  with  what  the  word  saith  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  spirit, 
and  you  will  find  that  it  means  one  and  the  same  thing. 
1 '  Thou  deaf  and  dumb  spirit,  I  charge  thee  come  out  of 
him,  and  enter  no  more  into  him.     And  the  Spirit  cried, 
and  rent  him  sore,  and  came  out  of  him,  and  he  was  as  one 
dead,  insomuch  as  many  said  he  is  dead ;  but  Jesus  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  lifted  him  up,  and  he  arose."     Now 
here  is,  in  reality,  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  (the 
anointed*)  set  forth  here  in  a  figure,  but  ever  hid  from  the 
understandings  of  all.     The  man  represents  the   person 
(Zion),  Jesus  represents  God  in  him ;  the  man's  son,  so 
afflicted,  represents  the  power  the  evil  spirit  had  over  him, 
all  his  lifetime,  even  from  a  child,  causing  him  to  pine  away 
in  grief,  and  at  last  cast  him  into  such  a  state  of  mental 
sufferings,    where  there  was  weeping,    and   wailing,   and 
gnashing  of  teeth,  and  wallowing  in  misery,  and  foaming. 
Despair  indescribable  came  upon  him,   when  within  him 
God's  thundering  voice  said  unto  him,    "  Get  thee  hence, 
Satan — thou  art  an  offence  unto  me.    O  faithless  and  perverse 
generation,  how  long  shall  I  be  with  you,  how  long  shall  1 
suffer  you"?"     And  in  this  is  the  Scripture  fulfilled,  which 
saith,  Psalm  xviii.  beginning  at  verse  13,   "  The  Lord  also 
thundered  in  the  heavens  (in  Zion,  his  temple),  and  the 
Highest  gave  his  voice,  hailstones,  and  coals  of  fire ;  yea,  he 
sent  out  arrows,  and  scattered  them ;  and  he  sent  out  light*- 
nings,  and  discomfited  them.     Then  the  channels  of  the 
waters  were  seen  (the  way  of  the  Spirit  in  the  power  of  the 
word).     The  foundations  of  the  world  were  discovered — 
(that  is,  the  false  foundations  of  the  mind  of  God's  creature, 
Gods  world,  the  microcosm).      "  At  thy  rebuke,  O  Lord, 
at  Ihe  blast  of  the  breath  of  thy  nostrils."     Read  all  this 
Psalm,  for  it  is  the  language  of  Zion — the  true  David — even 
the  writer  of  this ! — for  him  it  was  written,  and  for  no  one 
else.     Here  is  the  character  of  whom  the  Psalms  speak,  the 
Lord's  anointed,  who  had  to  endure  the  rebukes  of  God, 
that  the  pining  Spirit  in  him  might  be  destroyed  by  the 
sharp  arrows  of  the  Almighty,  and  that  he  might  be  changed 
from  Satan,  and  be  made  the  Lord ;  for  this  is  the  change 
spoken  of  throughout  all  the  Scriptures,   called  conversion. 
Lucifer  signifies  the  bringer  of  light,  which  is  to  shew  you 
that  the  very  same  person,  in  whom   the  Satanic  power 
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comes  to  the  full,  for  which  cause  he  is  called  Satan— that 
is,  his  character,  while  the  evil  was  his  soul,  Satan,  or  Lu- 
cifer; yet  in  this  very  same  man,  where  Satan's  seat  was, 
and  in  whom  the  beast  is  slain,  by  the  creature  enduring 
unto  the  end  the  rebukes  of  the  Almighty*     Here  is  risen 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  light;  so  Lucifer  is  the 
morning  star,  the  bringer  of  light,  and  the  chief  and  first  of 
the  ways  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  because  the 
Saviour  is  in  the  creature ;  and  as  much  as  the  creature  was 
Satan  before,  by  means  of  the  evil  spirit  coming  to  its  per- 
fection in  him,  which  characterised  him  as  Satan,  and  was 
rebuked  as  Satan;  so  now  that  spirit  is  cast  out  by  the 
power  of  God,  the  soul  now  in  the  creature  is  Jesus  Christ, 
and  this  is  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  there  is  no  other 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  shall 
not  enter  into  my  rest,  nor  come  where  I  am ;  for  I,  the  Lord, 
am  here  making  my  word  plain  to  your  understandings. 
Renounce  your  old  thoughts,  turn  from  your  false  thoughts, 
your  false  and  hypocritical  religion,  which  you  call  Chris- 
tianity.    Your  religion   is  vain! — you   never  knew  me. 
Give  up  your  own  opinions  on  the  Scriptures — you  know 
them   not  :    and   hearken   unto   me,   that    now   speaketh 
from  heaven — i.  e.  out  of  Zion.     Here  am  I,  the  deliverer, 
come  !  so  come  unto  me,  ye  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  refresh  you.     Take  my  yoke  upon  you,   learn  of  me, 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly;  and  you  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls,  which  your  teachers  have  not  been  able  to  give  you, 
Forsake  the  foolish,  and  live,  for  your  teachers  are  blind. 
They  are  dumb  dogs — they  cannot  bark— their  fine  speeches 
cannot  save  you,  nor  all  their  learning  cannot  profit  you, 
for  they  are  not  sent  of  God — none  of  them.     I  am  the 
supreme  judge,  Christ  Jesus,  that  am  now  come  in  spirit, 
I  speak  from  my  temple,  my  holy  temple— -a  voice  of  noise 
from  the  city,  a  voice  from  the  temple — and  I  pronounce 
judgment  upon  all  the  inventions  of  men.    All  their  wisdom 
I  condemn.     Turn  from  your  dreaming — your  wisdom  and 
your  learning  perverts  you.    Know  that  the  wisdom  of  this 
world  is  foolishness  with  God.     I  am  he,  that  endured  fu- 
rious rebukes  on  account  of  all  your  sins,  for  they  were  all 
upon  me.     I  am  he,  that  bore  all  your  sins  in  my  own  body, 
ou  the  tree,  and  now  I  am  risen  in  my  own  body.     Feel 
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and  handle  me ;  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bone,  as  ye 
see  me  have.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  for  it  is  easy,  and 
my  burden  is  light ;  for  God  covered  Zion  with  blackness, 
and  made  sackcloth  (i.  e.  humility)  the  covering  thereof; 
therefore  hath  the  Lord  God  given  me  the  tongue  of  the 
learned,  that  I  should  know  how  to  speak  a  word  in  season 
to  him  that  is  weary.  He  wakeneth  morning  by  morning, 
he  wakeneth  mine  ear,  to  hear  as  the  learned.  The  Lord 
God  hath  opened  mine  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither 
turned  away  back.  I  gave  my  back  to  the  smiters,  and  my 
cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair.  I  hid  not  my  face 
from  shame,  and  spitting,  for  the  Lord  God  will  help  me, 
therefore  shall  I  not  be  confounded ;  therefore  have  I  set 
my  face  as  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I  shall  not  be  ashamed. 
He  is  near  that  justifieth  me — who  shall  condemn  me  i  Let 
us  stand  together.  Who  is  mine  adversary,  let  him  come 
near  to  me.  Behold,  the  Lord  God  will  help  me — who  is 
he  that  shall  condemn  me"?  Lo  !  they  all  shall  wax  old  as 
a  garment :  the  moth  shall  eat  them  up.  Isa.  1.  And  here 
is  now  my  song,  Psalm  ix.  "  I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord, 
with  my  whole  heart :  I  will  shew  forth  all  thy  marvellous 
works:  I  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  thee  :  I  will  sing  praise 
to  thy  name.  O  thou  Most  High,  when  mine  enemies  are 
turned  back,  they  shall  fall  and  perish  at  thy  presence,  for 
thou  hast  maintained  my  right,  and  my  cause.  Thou  sittest 
in  the  throne  (the  heart)  judging  right.  Thou  hast  rebuked 
the  heathen — i.  e.  the  evil  one — the  deaf  and  dumb  spirit. 
Thou  hast  destroyed  the  wicked.  Thou  hast  put  out  their 
name  for  ever  and.  ever.  O  thou  enemy,  destructions  are 
come  to  a  perpetual  end. 

And  now,  see  my  prayer  in  Gethsemene  (the  fruitful 
valley).  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from 
me ;  nevertheless  not  my  will,  but  thine,  be  done.  See  also 
Psalm  xxxix.  9,  I  was  dumb,  and  opened  not  my  mouth, 
because  thou  didst  it  (i.  e.  thou  laid  these  sufferings  upon 
me).  Remove  thy  stroke  away  from  me,  for  I  am  con- 
sumed by  the  conflict.  When  thou  with  rebukes  dost  cor- 
rect man  (the  son  of  man)  for  iniquity,  thou  maketh  that 
that  was  desired  in  him,  to  consume  away  like  the  moth — ; 
that  is  the  godhead,  the  divine  nature  receded  back,  disap- 
peared from  the  creature,  and  left  him  to  fall  into  the  death. 
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Then  was  the  bitter  ciy  extorted,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me!" — for  the  creature  thought  that  he 
was  everlastingly  and  eternally  forsaken — he  knew  not  that 
the  Godhead  would  return  again  unto  him,  for  had  he 
known  this,  there  could  have  been  no  sufferings  ;  but  feel- 
ing within  himself  that  [the  glory  had  departed,  he  sud- 
denly sunk  into  the  abyss  of  woe — he  was  damned — he  was 
swallowed  up  in  the  belly  of  hell.  Here  was  Jonah  in  the 
belly  of  the  whale !  I  was  at  this  moment  carried  away  in 
the  Spirit,  into  a  world  of  infinite  space,  into  which  I  was 
cast.  It  was  one  entire  flame  and  smoke,  and  no  creature 
in  it  but  myself.  To  describe  the  misery  here  endured 
with  my  pen,  it  is  impossible  :  suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  was, 
in  my  own  thoughts,  eternally  damned — yea,  and  was  so 
in  reality ;  yet  I  bore  it  without  a  murmuring  word,  or  even 
a  thought.  My  body  was  laid  in  bed,  and  my  soul  was 
laid  in  hell ;  sleep  forsook  me — I  had  no  rest ;  and  in  this 
state  I  was  to  be  to  all  eternity.  I  knew  no  other ;  and  I 
said  unto  God,  O  God,  as  I  am  the  only  being  upon  whom 
this  awful  lot  must  fall,  and  I  was  born  into  the  world  for 
this,  O  grant  me  but  one  favour— that  is,  to  give  me  but 
one  half  hour's  rest  throughout  the  countless  ages  of  eter- 
nity, and  I  shall  feel  it  an  infinite  mercy ! — but  this,  I 
thought,  could  not  be  granted.  O  how  shall  I  describe 
this  awful  and  eternal  death !  Infinite  was  the  weight  of 
sin  upon  me  ;  so  that  1  said,  as  it  is  foretold  of  me  in  the 
Psalms,  "All  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  go  over  me."  O 
who  can  imagine  the  keen  agonies  of  my  mind,  and  who  will 
believe  our  report,  that  this  is  the  sufferings  of  Christ !  I 
sink  in  deep  mire,  where  no  standing  is  ;  I  cried  unto  thee, 
out  of  the  low  dungeon  ;  I  went  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains.  The  weeds  were  wrapped  about  my  head,  the 
pains  of  hell  got  hold  upon  me,  and  the  sorrows  of  death 
compassed  me ;  I  found  trouble  and  heaviness.  I  said,  I 
am  cast  out  of  thy  sight ;  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I 
unto  thee,  and  thou  heardest  my  voice ;  I  will  look  again 
towards  thy  holy  temple.  Thus  you  find  all  this  foretold  in 
the  word,  that  came  now  to  pass  in  Zion.  Three  days  and 
three  nights  I  was  in  this  damned  state,  fulfilling  what  is 
written.  ' •  As  Jonah  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the 
belly  of  the  whale,  so  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be  three  days 
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and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth."  This  is  the  ful- 
filment of  that  word,  and  there  is  no  other  meaning  to  it. 
But  in  this  state  I  cried  unto  God,  with  strong  crying  and 
tears  unto  him  that  was  able  to  save  me  from  death,  and  was 
heard  in  that  I  feared.  And  he  brought  me  up  out  of  the 
horrible  pit,  and  out  of  the  mire  and  clay  where  my  feet 
stuck  fast.  I  pleaded  his  promises,  I  put  him  to  his  word, 
and  I  demanded  deliverance  and  redemption  from  this  my 
fall,  as  he  promised  to  man;  and  his  justice  and  his  mercy 
brought  me  up  again,  as  it  is  written  of  me  in  the  Psalms, 
"Thou  who  hast  shewed  me  great  and  sore  troubles,  shalt 
quicken  me  again,  and  bring  me  up  again  from  the  depths 
of  the  earth."  And  in  this  is  fulfilled  the  xxxviiith  chapter 
of  Isaiah.  Here  was  Hezekiah  sick  unto  death.  (The 
name  signifies  the  strength  of  the  Lord).  "  I  said,  in  the 
cutting  off  of  my  days  (or  when  I  was  deprived  of  my 
light),  I  shall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grave — I  am  deprived 
of  the  residue  of  my  years.  I  said,  I  shall  not  see  the  Lord, 
even  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.  I  shall  behold  man 
no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  Mine  age  is 
departed,  and  removed  from  me  as  a  shepherd's  tent.  I 
have  cut  off,  like  a-weaver,  my  life  :  he  will  cut  me  off  with 
pining  sickness.  From  day,  even  to-night  wilt  thou  make 
an  end  of  me."  See  the  16th  verse.  "  O  Lord,  by  these 
things  men  live,  and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  the 
Spirit."  And  why  so"? — why  in  these  things  is  the  life  of 
the  Spirit"?  Because  these  are  the  sufferings  of  Christ  (the 
anointed),  by  whose  stripes  ye  are  healed  ;  for  he  died  the 
death  that  was  denounced  against  the  wicked,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  death  for  you  ;  and  I  bore  the  condemnation,  so 
there  is  no  condemnation  to  you  that  believe.  I  descended 
into  hell,  and  quenched  the  flames,  and  vanquished  it,  and 
arose  a  conqueror  over  sin,  death,  and  hell ;  therefore  did 
my  heart  rejoice,  and  my  tongue  was  glad.  Moreover  also 
my  flesh  shall  rest  in  hope,  because  thou  wilt  not  leave  my 
soul  in  hell,  nor  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see  corruption. 
Thou  hast  made  known  unto  me  the  ways  of  life.  Thou 
shalt  make  me  full  of  joy  with  thy  countenance ;  in  thy 
presence  is  fulness  of  joy ;  and  at  thy  right  hand  pleasures 
for  ever  more.  Acts  ii.  We  have  now  shewn  now  the 
pine-tree  was  planted  in  the  wilderness,  how  the  pining  deaf 
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and  dumb  spirit  is  cut  off*;  for  it  was  planted  there  with  the 
cedar  and  the  box,  because  the  tares  and  the  wheat  must 
grow  together  until  the  harvest,  i.  e.  the  end  of  the  world  of 
sin.  These  must  grow  together  in  God's  ground  ;  but  now 
he  has  gathered  out  of  his  kingdom  (Zion)  all  things  that 
offend,  and  them  that  work  iniquity ;  and  the  righteous 
shines  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  father. 

We  notice,  in  the  next  place,  the  disciples.    The  question 
put  by  them  to  the  Lord,  to  wit,  ! '  Why  could  not  we  cast 
him   (the  wicked  spirit)  out"?"     His  answer  was,  "This 
kind  goeth  not  out,  but  by  prayer  and  fasting,"   which 
ought  to  be  read  thus :  —  this  pining  demon  will  not  be 
cast  out  of  you  (my  elect  one),  until  you  get  knowledge  of 
your  call,  and  abstain  or  fast  from  your  own  wisdom,  and 
cease  to  eat  of  that  bread  that  must  perish ;  and  you  cry  to 
me,  as  it  is  written  in  my  word,  you  must  do,  Avenge  me 
of  my  adversary,  until  you  thus  turn  against  yourself,  who 
is  your  adversary,  and  deny  yourself,  which  is  the  Devil. 
This  spirit  shall  not  depart  from  you ;  but  when  you  lay 
the  blame  of  all  your  sorrows,  and  transgressions,  upon  that 
dark,  and  deaf,  and  dumb  spirit,  then  I  will  appear  in  my 
power  and  strength  to  deliver  you.     But  you  must  justify 
me,  and  condemn  the  evil  power  ;  and  then,  when  you  for- 
give me,  or  justify  me,  then  I  will  forgive  you.     I  will  take 
your  sins  and  your  misery  away  from  you  ;  for  I  have  said, 
Forgive,  and  ye  shall  be  forgiven.     So  you  could  not  cast 
Satan  out ;  but  I  cast  him  out,  when  you  thus  fasted  and 
prayed.     And  you  may  see  this  very  thing  foretold,  and  set 
forth  in  the  Book  of  Daniel,  x.  11,  "And  he  said  unto  me, 
O  Daniel,  a  man  of  desires,  a  man  greatly  beloved,   under- 
stand the  words  that  I  spake  unto  thee,  and  stand  upon  thy 
standing  (stand  in  me,  thy  God),  for  unto  thee  am  I  now 
sent.     And  when  he  had  spoken  the  word  unto  me  I  stood 
trembling.     Then  he  said  unto  me,  Fear  not,   Daniel,   for 
from  the  first  day  that  thou  didst  set  thine  heart  to  under- 
stand, and  to  chasten  thyself  before  thy  God,  thy  words 
were  heard  :  and  I  am  come  for  thy  words."     This  casting 
out,  or  cutting  off  of  the  evil  spirit  from  the  house  of  Israel, 
or  from  the  Lord's  anointed  one,  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
prophecy  of  Ezekiel,  chap.  xxiv.    Ezekiel  is  made  the  sign* 
shewing  how  it  should   be.     See  verse  the  13th.     Here 


